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SUBJECT: MESSAGE TO REVEREND SITHOLE 

PLEASE CONTACT SITHOLE'S MALAWI REPRESENTATIVE AND ASK 
HIM TO DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO SITHOLE. 

QUOTE DEAR REVEREND SITHOLE: PRESIDENT CARTER HAS ASKED 
ME TO RESPOND TO YOUR CABLE OF AUGUST 27 IN WHICH YOU 
EXPRESSED THE CONVICTION THAT THE UNITED STATES MUST 
RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF ZIMBABWE TO DETERMINE 
THEIR OWN FUTURE. 

QUOTE IT WAS MY PRIVILEGE TO MEET WITH YOU, IN COMPANY 
WITH DR. OWEN AND AMBASSADOR YOUNG, IN SALISBURY ON 
SEPTEMBER 1. AS YOU WILL RECALL, AT THAT MEETING THERE WAS 
EXTENSIVE DISCUSSION ABOUT THE PROPOSALS FOR A SETTLEMENT 
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TO THE RHODESIAN CRISIS WHICH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, 

IN FULL CONCERT WITH THE US. HAS SET FORTH. 

QUOTE I BELIEVE THAT THOSE PROPOSALS OFFER A MANNER IN 
WHICH YOUR DESIRE THAT THE PEOPLE OF ZIMBABWE HAVE THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO SELECT THE LEADERS OF THEIR INDEPENDENT 
STATE CAN BE FULFILLED. THE PROPOSALS CALL FOR FREE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


AND IMPARTIALLY SUPERVISED ELECTIONS, IN WHICH ALL 

ZIMBABWEANS WOULD HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE, AS 
THE CULMINATING EVENT OF THE TRANSITION FROM MINORITY TO 
MAIORITY RULE. I HAVE READ WITH INTEREST AND SATISFACTION, 
PRESS REPORTS OF YOUR STATEMENTS SINCE OUR SEPTEMBER 1 
MEETING IN WHICH YOU HAVE ENCOURAGED ZIMBABWEANS TO 
SUPPORT THE SETTLEMENT PROPOSALS. SINCERELY. RICHARD 
MOOSE, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS. 
UNQUOTE VANCE 
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HIM TO DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO SITHOLE. 

QUOTE DEAR REVEREND SITHOLE: PRESIDENT CARTER HAS ASKED 
ME TO RESPOND TO YOUR CABLE OF AUGUST 27 IN WHICH YOU 
EXPRESSED THE CONVICTION THAT THE UNITED STATES MUST 
RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF ZIMBABWE TO DETERMINE 
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THEIR OWN FUTURE. 

QUOTE IT WAS MY PRIVILEGE TO MEET WITH YOU, IN COMPANY 
WITH DR. OWEN AND AMBASSADOR YOUNG, IN SALISBURY ON 
SEPTEMBER 1 . AS YOU WILL RECALL, AT THAT MEETING THERE WAS 
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EXTENSIVE DISCUSSION ABOUT THE PROPOSALS FOR A SETTLEMENT 
TO THE RHODESIAN CRISIS WHICH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, 

IN FULL CONCERT WITH THE US. HAS SET FORTH. 

QUOTE I BELIEVE THAT THOSE PROPOSALS OFFER A MANNER IN 
WHICH YOUR DESIRE THAT THE PEOPLE OF ZIMBABWE HAVE THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO SELECT THE LEADERS OF THEIR INDEPENDENT 
STATE CAN BE FULFILLED. THE PROPOSALS CALL FOR FREE 
AND IMPARTIALLY SUPERVISED ELECTIONS, IN WHICH ALL 

ZIMBABWEANS WOULD HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE, AS 
THE CULMINATING EVENT OF THE TRANSITION FROM MINORITY TO 
MAJORITY RULE. I HAVE READ WITH INTEREST AND SATISFACTION, 
PRESS REPORTS OF YOUR STATEMENTS SINCE OUR SEPTEMBER 1 
MEETING IN WHICH YOU HAVE ENCOURAGED ZIMBABWEANS TO 
SUPPORT THE SETTLEMENT PROPOSALS. SINCERELY. RICHARD 
MOOSE, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS. 
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